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Software for Peer Review

 CALIBRATED PEER REVIEW (CPR)

CPR is a web-based program that enables frequent writing assignments even in large classes. CPR offers teachers the choice of creating their own writing assignments or using the rapidly expanding library. Although CPR stems from a science-based model, it has the exciting feature that it is discipline independent and level independent. CPR can reduce the time an instructor now spends reading and assessing student writing. [This text is adapted slightly from the CPR home page]

CPR was funded by the National Science Foundation in the US and by the Howard Hughes Medical Instiute.

CPR Home page: http://cpr.molsci.ucla.edu/ 

Short article on CPR http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI5002.pdf 

Commentary

This web-based peer review system is maintained by UCLA and many US institutions are using it although the exact number is difficult to determine, as it is easy to get listed by making a login.  It was originally developed as a way of helping faculty improving students’ writing in science disciplines but publications also focus on the development of higher order thinking and reviewing ability of students who engage in CPR supported peer review as part of their courses. 

Users are encouraged to follow a specific format whereby students provide reviews of some assignments (usually three) provided by the instructor and provide mark and feedback comments. The marking and comments are provided in relation to some questions that the instructor provides. The student’s ability to carry out an effective review is calibrated against the instructors review. This calibration index is used when students peer review the assignments of other students. [It is not clear how the calibration is used from readings so far].  After students have reviewed the work of other students they are often then asked to review their own work.

Many papers have been published on CPR use indicating positive learning benefits and some Universities have spread its use across the whole institution (e.g. University of Texas A&M).  Also, members who join on the CPR website have access to assignment models provided by other instructors after they have submitted some of their own.

Three issues emerge with CPR. Firstly, would UK institutions be happy to host their students’ assignments on a US server. So far it has been difficult to find out whether a UK hosting would be possible.  Secondly, is it possible to integrate this with a UK institution’s learning management system? Thirdly, is the format for peer review too rigid? What if you wanted the students to create the criteria for review or you wished students to comment on the reviews they received. These difficulties might not be insurmountable but more investigation is required.

